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[image: ][image: c001d6cdb0e2596018422584351760d6][image: c001d6cdb0e2596018422584351760d6]Our ministry vision for the Virginia Annual Conference is “to be disciples of Jesus Christ who are lifelong learners, who influence others to serve.” 
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[image: ]From Pastor Liz
Dear Friends,
	On behalf of Rick, Briannah, Erin and Kennedy I want to take this time to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. This has been an exciting year for us as a church, as a community of believers. Many new things have been accomplished - many more things will be done in the coming year.
A cartoon from a few years ago showed a woman saying to her husband, "Good grief, Henry.  Here's Christmas at our throats again!"
Amid the preparations for Christmas each year, there always seem to be a few voices like hers, proclaiming a "Bah, humbug!" on the whole business.  And if the truth be known, some of us may feel less than excited about Christmas ourselves.  The expense, the crowds, the overindulgence, the hurried schedules and all the other trappings of modern Christmas celebrations are enough to make all of us take a jaundiced look at the season.
In the face of the humbug state of affairs, it is helpful to remember that God did not send Jesus to be "at our throats," but to be "in our hearts."  The difference between those two concepts defines the gap between gloom and glory.  There's a reason we call the gospel good news.  As John so aptly put it, "God didn't go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing finger, telling the world how bad it was. He came to help, to put the world right again.” (John 3:17 The Message) 
Jesus is God's gift to our world -- and to our hearts.  When Jesus resides within, whether we enjoy or merely tolerate the flurry of seasonal preparations, Christmas itself is a grand opportunity to say thank you to God for the gift of the Son.   Please join us as we seek to celebrate Christmas in our hearts.
Blessing, Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Liz
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Annual Christmas Luncheon
Sunday, December 8, 2019 @ 11:45 A.M.@Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church
Our annual Church-Wide Christmas Luncheon will be covered dish. Be sure to watch upcoming Sunday bulletins for a RSVP form.

[image: ]Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
Tuesday, December 24, 2019 @ 4:30 p.m.
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church
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Music Notes
Mark this on your calendar. The last rehearsals for this year for Bells will be on Thursday, December  12th, and Choir will be Thursday, December 19. Both choirs will resume on Thursday, January 9th. 
We will be presenting a joint Christmas Cantata “Love Made A Way” with Timberlake United Methodist Church choir. Cantata rehearsals are continuing at TUMC on Wednesday, December 4 from 6:30-8:00.  Our performance is Sunday, December 15th at 8:30 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. @ Timberlake UMC. All are invited to attend.													~Heather Wilson, Dir. Of Music

[image: ]The Merry Marthas Circle will not have a regular meeting in December, but will attend the UMW luncheon on Saturday, December 14. Please come as early as 10:30 to help prepare gift bags for shut-ins and wrap gifts for Angel Tree children. Please bring any gift wrap or gift bags you'd like to donate. Also bring cookies, 6 - 8 per baggie, for shut-ins. And a yummy dish or 2 to share for lunch! The Merry Marthas will be doing clean-up this year. All women of the church are welcome, whether you are a UMW member or not.  NOTE: The Merry Marthas Circle will resume on Tuesday, January 8, 2020, 10:00 a.m., at Chestnut Hill

Christmas Offering
Our Christmas Offering this year will go to providing funds for Fellowship activities during 2020.  This may included catered meals, Bus trips, movies, concerts and other fun activities.  We need to do more to provide opportunities to fellowship together with our members and friends.  Won’t you help?  Please give. Envelopes will be provided in the pew racks.

Joint Sunday School/Epiphany Breakfast
Sunday, December 29th @ 9:15 a.m.
[image: ]	 Come, and share the fellowship at the Epiphany Breakfast and program at 9:15 am.
Instead of Sunday School we will fellowship and learn the meaning of Epiphany and 
the 12 days of Christmas.
	Fifth Sunday Breakfast: I need help!  I will be teaching and will have a light continental Fellowship Breakfast once a quarter on the fifth Sunday.  It was suggested at Church Council that I assign groups to provide breakfasts.  Here is the schedule - you will be reminded closer to your date:
December 29 		~the OMU Class
March 29 			~the Choir
May 31 			~Merry Martha Circle
Aug 30 			~Wesleyan Circle
November 29 	~John Wesley Group (Vernie’s Sunday School Class)											~Thanks Liz
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Address Changes:
Ryan & Melanie Jay
[image: ]1197 Izaak Walton Rd.
Madison Heights, VA 24572           

Bonnie Buchanan
107 Westwood Dr.
Forest, VA 24551


Top of the Hill Program will not meet in December but will resume on Wednesday, January 22, 2020 for a planning session.

[image: ]The Barrow Sunday School Class Christmas Luncheon will take place on Monday, December 16th at 12:00 PM. Mona Thomas will present our Christmas Music program. We will enjoy great fun and fellowship. For reservations see Robbie Perrow.

[image: ]Announcement for 
Barrow Sunday School Class/
OMU Sunday School Class
For January and February the Barrow class will be joining with the OMU class for Sunday School. We will meet in the OMU room. Coffee will still be available for all in the fellowship hall. 
[image: ]
CHURCHES FOR URBAN MINISTRY FRUIT SALE
	We would like to thank you for all the support we have received this year. We sold 17 boxes of fruit. This is one of the main fund raisers for Churches for Urban Ministry. More information provided later on when to pick up your fruit.


[image: ]Mitten Tree Trunk
The Mitten Tree Trunk is now up for your donations thru the month of December. You may bring mittens, gloves, hats, etc. Place them in the trunk that is provided in the Commons. 


Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign 
[image: ]The Salvation Army Red Kettle campaign began on November 8, and Chestnut Hill was on the job for two days, manning the kettle at the food court entrance to River Ridge Mall.  Thank you to  those who participated: Pat Short; Frank and Carolyn Stewart; Jane White; Linda Jessen; David and Eleanor Maxham; Brenda Torian and Alaina Stansfield; Bob and Elaine Clarke; Carolyn Phelps; Chet and Mary Walker; Pat Moore and Sylvia Rose; Robbie Perrow and Elizabeth Ashworth; Ruth Ann Harris; Ann Ruhland and her grandson, Reese Brooks and her friend Faye Lipscomb; Linda Wright; Frances Unruh; Betty Taylor; and Rebecca Riggins.


[image: ]2019 Christmas Angel Tree Program
If you are giving money rather than shopping, please turn it in to church by Sunday, December 1. Then all money will be turned over to Humankind on Wednesday, December 4, so that their staff can shop for your child. They will return the gifts to us on December 13 so that the women of the church can wrap/gift bag them at the UMW luncheon on December 14. 
IMPORTANT: If you are SHOPPING for your angel, have all gifts returned to the church NO LATER than Thursday, December 12th!

[image: ]United Methodist Family Services Offering  
Your gift to UMFS will help serve children in foster care. Educating and nurturing high-risk youth. Providing intensive therapeutic treatment to help children struggling with mental health challenges. Members of local churches are crucial partners in this mission, providing critical donations, serving as volunteers, and lifting us up in prayer. UMFS does not receive any apportionment funds from the Virginia Conference. Your gift to UMFS helps children and families in crisis, providing them with much-needed resources and tools for success. Envelopes are placed in the Commons.

[image: ]Mission Memo
  The cart for November was over flowing with blessings for Park View Mission.  We collected 127 food items including baby food for 111lbs. of food.  For hygiene products we collected 13 body washes; 7 bars of soap; 1 hand soap; 5 body lotions; 3 razors; 5 toothpastes; and 1 lip balm.   For paper products we collected 29 rolls of toilet paper; 78 diapers; and 80 feminine pads. We also collected 7 laundry det. and 5 dish det.  My car was completely filled up.  Park View Mission was very grateful for our generosity.  They depend on friends like Chestnut Hill to help them stay open.  Thank-you so much for all you do for your neighbors. 
For Dec. we will continue to collect hygiene products. They need body wash,  body lotion, deodorant, baby wipes, and toothpaste.  You can donate any other hygiene products that you would like. 
~Thank you, Linda Jessen & The Mission Committee
[image: ]
I want to express my sincere appreciation for the cards and well wishes during my brother’s death. I thank you for keeping me and my family in your prayers.			
~Love, Ruth Ann Harris

Food Cart...
[image: ]	We  will be collecting items for the Food Cart for Park View Community Mission. 
For the Month of DECEMBER:
We will collect food for Thanksgiving.: “Cranberry Sauce, Corn, Green Beans, Yams, Jars of Gravy, Boxed Stuffing, and Boxed Cornbread mix.  In the Hygiene room we are in need of Body Wash for men and women and Body Lotion but feel free to donate any hygiene product.”
Please feel free to donate any other hygiene products.
 This will assist people through Park View Community Mission. NOTE: Please put all liquids in the box provided. Tape down all flip top bottles. Please place in the food cart, located in the Commons. Help those in need.


[image: ]Read Ahead 
Each Sunday The lectionary provides us with  readings from the Gospel, the Epistles (Letters) the Old  Testament and the Psalms.  The lectionary  follows a three year cycle, which when finished will have covered the majority of the Bible.  Pastor Liz believes that reading ahead will increase your understanding and enjoyment of the service. 
December 1, 2019 - 1st Sunday of Advent. The Scriptures are Matthew 24:36-44 & Psalm 122. The sermon text is Isaiah 2:1-5 and the message is “Rushing”.
December  8, 2019 - 2nd Sunday of Advent. The Scriptures are Isaiah 11:1-10 & Psalm 72. The sermon text is Matthew 3:1-12 and the message is “Prepare”.
December 15, 2019 – 3rd Sunday of Advent. The Scriptures are James 5:7-10 & Psalm  72. The sermon text is Matthew 11:2-11 and the message is “Personality”.
December 22, 2019 - 4th Sunday of Advent. The Scriptures are Isaiah 7:10-16 & Psalm 80. The sermon text is Matthew 1:18-25 and the message is “Remember”.
December 24, 2019 – Christmas Eve. The Scriptures are Isaiah 9:2-7& Psalm 96. The sermon text is Luke 2:1-20 and the message is “Light”.
December 29, 2019 - 1st Sunday after Christmas. The Scriptures are Isaiah 63:7-9 & Psalm 148.  The sermon text is Matthew 2:13-23 and the message is “Reality”.

Note these upcoming 
[image: ]United Methodist Women Events
1.  The Annual Lynchburg District Advent Meeting & Brunch will be held @ Rustburg United Methodist Church, in Rustburg, on Saturday Dec. 7th.  Registration is @ 8:30 am. Brunch will be @ 9:00 am. And a program @ 10:00 am in the Sanctuary.  The cost is $9.00/person - please give Carolyn Stewart your cash or check and she will total up the number attending. She will send one check to the District Treasurer.
2.  Our Annual Christmas Luncheon & Baskets for our "Shut-ins" is Saturday December 14th @ 10.00 a.m.  Please bake your cookies (prefer homemade) and put 6-8 cookies in each Ziplock bag for the fruit baskets. Please have your Cookies at the Church by 10:30 am.  And don't forget your Dish for our Lunch!  Looking forward to both events- hope to see all of you there!
Much love , Linda Wright ,President UMW  

The World Holds its Breath at Advent
[image: ]	"Advent, the opening season of the church year, was formally instituted at the end of the fifth century as a preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of our Lord, or Christmas... Historically' Advent is a time fasting and repentance, yet it has strong overtones of joy as the Christmas season approaches."
	The extraordinary thing that is about to happen is matched only by the extraordinary moment just before it happens. Advent is the name of that moment. The Salvation Army Santa Claus clangs his bell. The sidewalks are so crowded you can hardly move. Exhaust fumes are the chief fragrance in the air, and everybody is bundled up against any sense of what all the fuss is really about as they are bundled up against the windchill factor. But if you concentrate just for an instant, far off in the deeps of you somewhere, you can feel the beating of your heart. For all its madness and lostness, not to mention your own, you c




December Birthdays
	1     Yvonne Fisher
3	Hunter Lipscomb
6	Rachel Cole
	Andrea Dodgion
	Dawn Henson
	Jennifer Jessen
7	William Tedder
9	Mark Collins
10	Nathan Gunter
	Jeffrey Johnson
11	Lloyd Smith, Sr.
	Rayford Sowell
12	Patricia Copes
13	Heather Stewart
16	Glenn Collins
	Christopher Gunter
17	Chris Glass
	Megan Gunter
	Susan Putnam
18	Frances Callaham
	Linda Stables
28	Glynis Ashby

	20	Dana Ayers
	Belinda Harris
	Travis Maddox
21	Rev. Becky Cloud
	Rebecca Steward
22	Neta Pearson
	Jane White
23	Linda Jessen
	Loretta Mayhew
	Michael Redwood
	Shaman Sunderland
26	Jane Muller
29	Cookie Fish
30	Christopher
       Woolley
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“Prayer Tip”
“Tis the gift to be simple, ‘Tis the gift to be free, ‘Tis the gift to come down where we ought to be, and when we find ourselves in the place just right, ‘Twill be in the valley of love and delight.” 
~(Simple Gifts, by Joseph Brackett)
“Simple Gifts” is a song composed in 1848 and is attributed to Joseph Brackett. I love that the second line is, “Tis the gift to be free.” We aren’t free when we are busy coveting things or buying things we can't afford. It doesn’t feel free when we can’t afford the car payment because we bought a car that is not within our budget. It doesn’t feel free when we have so much in credit card bills that we know we would in real trouble if we got sick or lost our job. Debt and envy feel like traps. They are suffocating.
I would like you to consider Matthew 6:21, which says, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Are we spending our money in a way that is reflective of what our heart values? In our house we have to consider that if we buy more new clothes and newer things, we won’t have the money to donate to the causes that we care about. Our bank statement won’t be a reflection of what we value – which is generosity and people. It will reflect that we value things more.
When we do the work and break the cycle of want, we feel free. The best way to break that cycle is to focus on what we do have. Gratitude is the antidote to envy.
What have you been blessed with? If it's helpful, make a list. The world is a marketplace, yelling for you to notice what you don’t have and attempting to make you feel like you are lacking. It screams, “this next toy will make you happy!” We all know that is a trick. It may give momentary happiness, but it soon fades – especially when the bill comes. Take a step back and focus on what is important to you. Most of us will find we already have everything we need. 		~Pastor Liz
Dear Jesus,
You have given us your love in overflowing abundance. You have met our needs. Please give us grateful hearts that sing your praises instead of chanting, “more, more.”  You are enough. When we rest in you, we are enough. Amen.




[image: ]December 2019
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Church 24/7 
	2
	3
9:00 AM Prayer Group 
10:00 AM Homeschool First 
10:30 AM Bible Study 
	4
6:30 PM Cantata Rehearsal @ TUMC 
	5
6:00 PM Handbells 
6:45 PM Choir 
	6
9:00 AM Homeschool First 
6:00 PM Homeschool First Pre-teen Christmas Dance 
	7
8:30 AM UMW Annual Lynchburg District Advent Meeting/Brunch @ Rustburg UMC 

	8
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:45 AM Chestnut Hill Christmas Luncheon 
	9
	10
9:00 AM Prayer Group 
10:00 AM Homeschool First 
7:00 PM Homeschool First Game Night 
	11
	12
6:00 PM Handbells 
6:45 PM Choir 
	13
9:00 AM Homeschool First 
6:00 PM Homeschool First Teen Movie 
	14
10:00 AM UMW Annual Christmas Luncheon/Baskets 

	15
8:30 AM Choir Cantata @ TUMC 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Church 24/7 
2:00 PM Cantata @ TUMC 
	16
12:00 PM Barrow Sunday School Class Christmas Luncheon 
	17
9:00 AM Prayer Group 
	18
	19
6:45 PM Choir 
	20
	21

	22
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Church 24/7 
	23
	24
Church Office Closed 
4:30 PM Christmas Eve Service 
	25
Christmas 
Church Office Closed 
	26
	27
	28

	29
9:15 AM Multi-generational Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Church 24/7 
	30
	31
9:00 AM Prayer Group 
	1
Church Office Closed 
	2
	3
9:00 AM Homeschool First 
	4
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	Those Who Serve ~ DECEMBER
USHERS:  Fred Norvelle, Head Usher
NURSERY CAREGIVER:
Erin Ecklund, Nursery Supervisor
DECEMBER GREETERS:
12/1		~Linda Wright
12/8		~Marsha Burks
12/15		~Elaine Clarke
12/22		~Pat Short
12/29		~Barbara LeFew
OFFERING COUNTER:
Brenda Torian
CHILDREN’S CHURCH (Ages 4-11)
Information will be provided in the bulletins.

**************************
 OUR ATTENDANCE

SUNDAY SCHOOL		   WORSHIP
10/27			22						45
11/03			24						57
11/10			26						48
11/17			20						47

**************************
[image: ]GOOD NEWS  is published monthly for members and friends of Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church. Send articles to the church office by the 15th of the month. (Subject to change.)
NOTE: WE will be COMBINING the January/February newsletter. DEADLINE for articles will be Friday, December 20th.

**************************

[image: ]
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	Our Church Financial Picture
Through the end of October 2019
General Operating Funds:
Needed to meet our 2019 Budget	$  233,633.00
Needed to meet our budget to date	$  194,694.00
Actual receipts to date				$  163,162.00
Shortage to meet budget to date		$     31,532.00
Actual expenditures to date			$   173,361.00
Shortage to meet expenses to date	$       10,199.00
Joy In Missions Funds:
Our Giving Goal for 2019			$      11,600.00
Needed to meet our goal to date		$         9,666.00
Actual receipts to date				$         9,385.00
Special Offerings* (not budgeted):
Received to date					$          9,612.00
Dispersed to date					$          8,932.00
*Christmas, Easter, Annual Conference,
World Communion, etc.
2019 Joy In Mission Donations 
To date, the following amounts have
 been paid to the missions indicated.
1. Missionary Covenant Relationship$2,500  1,875.00
2. Interfaith Outreach		            	$1,000      750.00
3. Park View Mission, Food for 
Families			             			$1,750  1,827.00
4. Society of St. Andrew	             	$1,000     750.00
1. Adult Care Center		             	$    500     350.00
2. Blue Ridge Area Food Bank	         $    500     375.00
3. Camp Timothy		             	         $    500     500.00
4. Churches for Urban Ministry            $    500     375.00
5. Daily Bread			          	$    500      375.00
6. Free Clinic			             	         $    500     375.00
7. Good Neighbor		             		$    500          0.00
8. Habitat for Humanity	             	$    250     187.50
 9. Heifer Project		             		$    500          0.00
10. UMCOR-Non-Administrative          $    500        0.00
11. Undesignated		              		$    600      358.01
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
Meals on Wheels (Souper Bowl)              $ 1,409.00
UMCOR (One Great Hour of Sharing)   $      385.00
UMCOR (Tornado/Hurricane Relief)	    $         0.00










   			 Chestnut Hill United
                  Methodist Church
4660 Fort Avenue, Lynchburg, VA 24502

Phone Number: 434-239-8423: FAX: 434-239-7209
E-mail: chestnuthillumc@comcast.net
On the web: www.chestnuthillumc.net

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday~9:00 am—3:30 pm
Friday~9:00 am-1:00 pm[image: ]












DIRECTORY OF 
CHESTNUT HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
	
	Sharma Lewis
	Richmond Area Resident Bishop

	
	Scott Davis
	Lynchburg District Superintendent

	
	Liz Ecklund
	Minister

	
	Vernie Barrow
	Minister Emeritus

	
	Monica C. Campbell
	Administrative Assistant

	
	Heather Wilson
	Director of Music Ministry

	
	Judy Martin
	 Bookkeeper

	
	Judy Robertson
	Lay Leader

	
	Erin Ecklund
	Nursery Supervisor
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MERRY CHRISTMAS -

Thanks be to"Godsforzhis.unspeakable gift. Jesus is here!
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